
How to Protect CLU
An Easy Outline for Sergeant’s Time Training

(Note to Sergeants: Here’s an easy training outline you can follow any time your unit has a free 
minute. A problem & solution format is provided below, with visuals if you scroll down. Use this outline or 
add more info as you see fit. Make it yours & make it matter! –PS Magazine)

Problem:  Javelin Missile command launch units (CLUs) come back from the field with broken control 
hand grips and damaged night vision sights.  Much of the damage results from the CLU carrying bag not 
being used or being mishandled.

Solution:  Remember the bag is designed to carry only the CLU, the lens cleaning kit, the TM and the 
battery‒nothing else.   Pack the bag like this:

1.  When not firing, use the night vision sight and daylight lens covers.  They protect the lenses from 
major damage.

2.  Put the CLU in the bag with its hand grips up.  The helps the CLU fit in the bag easier and better 
protect the hand grips.

3.  Make sure the eyecup is in place.  Without the eyecup, direct sunlight hurts the CLU display 
indicators.  Also make sure the eyecup shutters are closed.

4.  Completely latch the bag to eliminate gaps that can let in debris.  Pull the drawstring tight and then 
secure the single plastic clasp and adjust the strap.   

The bag doesn’t have much padding, so if you let the CLU bang against rocks and trees it will be 
certainly be damaged.  Be careful.

You can get a better padded CLU bag with NSN 8145-01-526-7991.  It costs $265.  The standard bag 
comes with NSN 8105-01-455-7808 and costs $55.
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The nylon carrying bag, 
NSN 8105-01-455-7808, 

that comes with the CLU 
costs around $55.

An alternative is a padded bag, 
NSN 8145-01-526-7991, that costs $265. 
it provides extra protection, but units 

must pay for the bag.

WHUMP!

Javelin Missile System…

Clues for Protecting CLU

The Javelin’s 
command 

launch unit
—or CLU—is 

taking a 
beating in the 

field!

CLUs come 
back with 
broken 

control hand 
grips and 

damaged night 
vision sights.

Much of the damage 
comes from how 

the CLU is carried in 
the field. Often the 

carrying bag isn’t used 
or it’s mishandled.

The CLU’s bag 
is designed 
to contain 

the CLU, the 
lens cleaning 
kit, the TM and 
the battery…

…but space 
is tight 
and the 

components 
must be 

packed just 
right.

OwW! That 
means no 
firing for 

me!



the bag doesn’t provide much protection for the CLU. 
if you let the bag bang against trees and rocks, count 
on the CLU being nmc. Something’s going to be broken!

Completely latch the bag to 
eliminate gaps that can let in debris. 

Pull the drawstring tight and 
then secure the single plastic clasp 

and adjust the strap.

Make sure the eyecup is in place, 
too. Without the eyecup, direct 
sunlight hurts the CLU display 

indicators.

The eyepiece is a magnifying glass 
and the sun will damage both the 

BLK-0 and BLK-1 CLUs.

Also make sure the eyecup shutters 
are closed.

Check for eyecup Completely latch bag to eliminate gaps

pack the CLU carefully.

Put it in the bag with its hand grips 
up. That helps the CLU fit in the 
bag easier and better protect 

the hand grips. 

 When you’re not firing, 
use the night vision sight lens and 

daylight lens covers.

Otherwise, debris can quickly do 
major damage to the lens.

When you come 
back from the 

field, do a 
thorough PMCS 
of your CLU.

Write up any problems on 
a DA Form 2404 or 5988-E 

to get ‘em fixed.




