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at a post called 
ft. green, two 
soldiers end a 

long day before 
heading home…

hey, robbins… 
you done for 

the day?

right, wang. I’m 
exhausted. a 
lot of aircraft 
stuff today. 
gonna catch 

me some zzz’s.

me too. I can 
hardly wait to 
hit the sack.

yeah… a good 
night’s sleep ‘ll 

do us both 
some good, 

right?
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a black hawk 
on the flight 

line…

shut down 
the engines, 

guys!

what was 
that noise, 

jones?

did you 
hear that?

you’ve got 
smoke coming 

from the 
engine!

I told 
you last 
night to 
check the 
engine oil.

I did. engine 
one was low. 
but I had to 
go to a staff 

meeting. I came 
back later and 

added oil…

…I 
think.

hey, I can’t 
wait ‘til this 
day’s over.

on a lonely road 
out in the 

boondocks… 

it’ll be 
over as 
soon—

what the 
heck was 
that?

you guys for-
got to Add oil 
like I told you 

to! right?

so, now 
we have 

a burned-
out 

engine!

and I 
thought 

you took 
care of 

that leak!

smith, I 
thought you 
added two 

quarts after 
I checked it.

it’s gonna 
be a long 

night!
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elsewhere,
in a hangar at 
ft. green…

ok. let’s 
power 
up this 

bird and 
check the 
systems.

uh, oh. this bird is as 
dead as a doornail.

weve got 
no power.

oh… yeah. last night… 
just before I left… I 
told the fuel handlers 
not to forget to shut 
off the fuel panel switch 

when they were done.

don’t tell me. 
someone left the 
switches on…and 

drained the 
battery.

I didn’t check 
everything 
out last 

night when I 
locked up the 
bird…because 
I thought you 

had, olsen.

ok. this bird is 
nmc! it’s dead in 
the water until 
the battery is 
recharged.

okay, gentlemen…
let me ask you 

again…

Downrange…

…why did 
this tank 
throw its 
track?

well…I eyeballed that 
sprocket last night. I 
thought it would last 

another day.

sergeant, I 
looked at the 

tm, checked the 
roadwheels and 
the pads. they 

looked so good, 
I didn’t think 

the sprocket 
would be bad.

daily 
maintenance 
is not for 

tomorrow and 
you shouldn’t 

assume 
anything.

you troops have 
any idea who’s 
going to spend 
tonight helping 

the mechanic 
mount a new 
sprocket and 

getting this track 
remounted?
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meanwhile…
yet another bird 
is in trouble…

the tool we 
were looking 

for just 
turned up.

where was 
it, sergeant 
maxwell?

it was hitting 
the drive shaft.

I had that 
tool. I was 
working on 
the drive 

shaft and got 
called away. 
it must’ve slid 

down in the 
crevice.

I heard one big clang when 
they shut the bird down— 

{bam!} I see this.

you always have to 
inventory and account 
for your tools when 
you stop working on 

an aircraft.

this 
bird is 
toast!

back at the 
barracks…

no! no! 
no more!

man… 
what a 
night-
mare!

robbins! 
wake up! 

wake 
up!

what was it you 
were dreaming 

about? I thought 
someone was 

trying to kill you.

everything 
was failing… 
from aircraft 

to tanks. 
there was no 
preventive 

maintenance and 
people were 
being sloppy.

sounds like 
you had a 

nightmare on 
pm street. 
I think it was 
a message…
not to miss 

anything when 
it comes to 
maintenance.

I’m sure 
somebody 
lost a tool 

last night. I’m 
headed to the 
hangar before 
any birds fly.

I had that
tool. I was
working on
the drive

shaft and got
called away.
it must’ve slid

down in the
crevice.
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accidents and 
mishaps are not 

dreams but 
a reality…if you 
take maintenance 

for granted.

you create 
maintenance 

nightmares when 
you don’t take care 
of your equipment. 

that’s reality.

a real accident 
is one you may not 
wake Up from! we 
have the world’s 

best equipment, But 
it’s your business

to do pm.

the age-old question 
still resonates: 

would you stake 
your life on the 

condition of your 
equipment?


